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NSF - REU Computational Biology Application 

Please download this form, type your answers in this form, and save it as a PDF file. You will 
also need a scanned copy of your transcript, passport or permanent resident card, and health 
insurance card. Please save each document in the PDF format and email to Dr. Bridgett 
vonHoldt (vonholdt@princeton.edu) by February 10, 2023. Your three recommendation 
letter writers must be email their letters directly to Dr. vonHoldt by February 10, 2023.
If you need help completing this application, please email Dr. vonHoldt 
(vonholdt@princeton.edu).

All fields are required unless otherwise noted. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Full Name (First Middle Last) 

Email  

Mobile phone number  

EDUCATION 

College / University  

Highest Degree Offered at Your School  

Major  

Please supply your overall undergraduate GPA and grading scale (4 or 5). 

Expected Degree  

Associate                         Bachelor’s of Arts Bachelor’s of Science 

GPA in Major (or intended Major)  

Major 2 (if you are a double major) 

GPA in Major 2 

Minor  

GPA in Minor  

Expected Graduation Year  

http://www.princeton.edu/
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION 

The following information is requested for statistical records for NSF. 

Gender 

Female 

Male 

Do not wish to identify 

Date of Birth (MM/DD/YYYY) 

Disability Status Veteran Status 

Race / Ethnicity

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

African American 

Native American 

Asian  

White

Hispanic / Latin 

ADDITIONAL REQUESTED INFORMATION 

Are you currently employed outside of your educational degree program?

Will you need a letter from your parole officer to live on Princeton campus if accepted into the 

program? No                     Yes

Yes (full time)Yes (full time)

Yes (part time)

No
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COMPUTER SKILLS (previous experience is not required) 

PubMed or other literature database 

     Microsoft Excel  

         Microsoft PowerPoint 

           File transfer systems 

Text editor  

      Matlab  

            R / RStudio 

PROGRAMMING LANGUAGES (previous experience is not required) 
Indicate any programming languages with which you are familiar, and indicate your level of proficiency 
following the scale “Unfamiliar, Able to use, roficient, Expert”. 
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APPLICANT'S PERSONAL STATEMENT 

It is important to address each point fully. Please enter your content in the labeled fields below. You are 
limited to the space provided within each section. 

1. Prior Work: Describe how and why you decided upon your major or intended major. Briefly describe 
how your prior research, volunteer, and employment experience has influenced you. Describe your 
mathematics coursework background including a self-assessment of your math skills, and any computer 
science background or interest you may have (note that computer science experience is not required to 
participate in this REU). Finally, describe current and future academic interests and plans, how you 
arrived at them, and how they are related to your long-range plans.
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2. This Summer Program: Describe why you are interested in this opportunity. What outcomes do you 
hope for from your participation in the program? What are the best qualities you will bring to the 
program? What are you most excited about in this program? What are you most concerned about?
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3. Desired Faculty List: Enter five faculty names separated by commas, in rank order starting with 
most preferred. Please provide 1 sentence for each name describing why you have selected that name. 
A list of available faculty names can be found here: http://vonholdt.princeton.edu/REU.html

4. Future: Describe your present educational and career plans. How did you choose this goal? How will
you reach your goal? How are your academic interests related to your long-range plans?

http://vonholdt.princeton.edu/REU.html
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5. Optional: Please use this space to provide any other information you think the program may want to 
know about you. This section can be used for us to know what support you would need in order to 
accept an offer accept an offer if one is made. We would like to know anything that may make it 
difficult for you to attend this program. Our goal is to support your successful summer experience
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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION 

List the people who will provide a letter in support of your application. Three letters are required. The 
recommenders must email their letters directly to vonholdt@princeton.edu. In the email, the subject line 
must contain: RECOMMENDATION LETTER for [applicant's name] 

I waive my right to inspect the contents of the recommendations. 

Recommendation 1 

Name and title 

Affiliation 

Email 

Please explain how this recommender knows you. 

Recommendation 2 

Name and title 

Affiliation 

Email 

Please explain how this recommender knows you. 

Recommendation 3 

Name and title 

Affiliation 

Email 

Please explain how this recommender knows you. 

mailto:vonholdt@princeton.edu
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ALSO INCLUDE THESE ITEMS IN YOUR SINGLE PDF APPLICATION 

1. Scanned copy of an official transcript (preferred). You do not have to order an official 
transcript as a scanned copy is acceptable. If you do not have an official transcript available at 
the time of application, a scanned copy of an unofficial transcript can be submitted. However, 
an official copy may be required if an offer is made.

2. Scanned copy of Proof of citizenship (valid passport or permanent resident card).
3. Scanned copy of your health insurance card.

You are required to maintain health insurance during the REU. Please explain if you have concerns or 
questions about this.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION MATERIALS

Please submit a single PDF file to Dr. Bridgett vonHoldt (vonholdt@princeton.edu) by 
February 10, 2023 that contains the following items:
• This completed application form
• Scanned copy of your (official) transcript
• Scanned copy of proof of citizenship or resident card
• Scanned copy of health insurance card

The email subject line must contain: REU APPLICATION MATERIALS for [applicant's name] 
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